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thk situation .

There is nothirg now from the Army of the Po¬
tomac. Kverything is quiet in that direction.

Tiie attaek by the rebels on Port Donolson,
which we reported yesterday, resulted in their en¬

tire defeat. Att, ' commencement of the action
the enemy to >k four of our guns at a charge
vigorously and g illantly made, but our troops as

gallantly responded by taking them back again,
killing one hutd. id and thirty-five of the rebels
and wounding fUty. Among the latter is tioneral
Forrest, the rebel leader.
A heavy snow storm was raging at Portress

Monroe yesterday, more aeverely than anything
which had occurred there for many years.
We have some reliable intelligence of the

tnoveinents of the pirate vessel Retribution, from
the captain of the schooner Springbok, which has
arrived in Boston from Port Paix. Captain
Qrindle states that the Retribution was off that
port about January Ilk, and sent a boat on shore,
pretending to be a merchant vessel. The statement
m confirmed by Captain Jordan, of the schooner H.
3. Boynton, who left Port Paix January 10, at
which time also she waa understood to be in that
vicinity. If so, the report of the destruction of
Tour or five vessels olHJt. Thomas by that priva¬
teer is probably false, as 8t. Thomas is far to
windward, and the Retribution could not havo
beat up in season to make the report trne.
Tho Union cavalry in the vicinity of Murfrces-

boro linvo been active. On the 2d inst. a body of
Stokes' Tennessee cavalry and a Kentucky regi¬
ment of infantry made i splendid dash on a rebel
0 imp at Middtetown, fifteen miles from Murfrecs-
boro. aud captured one hundred of the enemy,
with all their camp equipage, horses and wagons.
Another fine attack was made at Franklin by a

body of Davis' cavalry, who captured twenty of
the rebels.

Brigadier (leneral Robert B. Mitchell, command¬
ing, at Nashville, ha« issued an order announcing
that, "in accordance with directions from Head¬

quarters. Department of the Cumberland, no

person will be allowed to go Boutli from that

point except by way of Vickshurg."
In the important news which we published ex¬

clusively yesterday morning from the South w.i

a despatch copied from a Richmond paper, nnd
dated at Chattanooga, Tenn., January 30, stating
that tleneral Wheeler's rebel cavalry had Attacked
a fleet of twenty-five federal transports on the
Cumberland river, and dostrnyod Ave, on Fri¬
day, the 23d tflt. This is now 1 nown to bo false,
because we have news direct from Nashville, which
state* that tho fleet which arrived there con¬

sisted of twenty-three steamers They were

attacked, as the rebel account states, on Fri¬

day; but, beyond a shot which passed through tho
R. II. llamiUon, nnd a few btille'bole* in tho Com¬
merce, no damage was done, and tie entire fleet
arrived safely at Nashville.

CONflRESB.
In the Horafe yesterday, iho credentials of Mr.

Doolntio, re-elected t'.ciator f-om Wisconsin for
nix y "iv» Iron the <th of Ma.c. ,ic wore pre-
seu'v .. I be fcil! changing the t.me of hoi ling the
1 *.il i Coarle waa reported back by the Judic. >

uc iii'ttw. Tha bill to prevent correspond*n c,

will, i bels was also reported back. A joint reso¬

lution . n vive the secuiing to officers and
n eirp'oycd in the Department of the Atvst

tnd >'i«»o.iri (heir pay, bounty and pensions, w

rep'wtd back ny tho Military Committee. A b
solhoriAiii; the I'res'drnt to make qualihed p*
dons »o as to remit fines, relieve from irnpi u.i

msnt, ,Vc.. wii passed. The bill amendatory
of the act to prevent government officers and
members of Congress from taking considera¬
tion for procuring contracts, office or plaee, was

reported back by the Judiciary Committee. A bill
for tho salo of certain Indian reservations in Caii
fornix. and the establishment of new reservations
In the same Ktate, was reiorred to the Military
Committee. The resolutions relative to French in¬
tervention in Mexico w»re laid on the table by a
¦vote of thirty-four ageirnt nine. The resolution
directing the Secretary of the Navy not accept
Che die of league Island until furthei rder of

Oo®gWea, was referred to the Naval Committee.
The bill for the encouragement of re-salistmenU
nod tho enrolling and drafting of the uiilitia was

taken up, and several amendment* adopted. A

motion to strike out the second aection, giving 'he
President power to make all rules Mid regulations
fur enrolling nnd drafting tho miiitia, waa diaa-
greed to. Pending a motion to striko out the
fourth section, tho Senate adjourned.

tn the ilouae of Representatives the Committee
on Elections reported adversely on the claims of
J. B. McLoud, and his oontestant, W. W. Wing, to
represent the Second district of Virginia. The
bill providing for a submarine telegraph from
Portress Mouroe to Galveston, communicating
with intermediate points on the cost, was passed.
The bill providing for the codification of the laws
of the United States was rejected. The bill rela¬
tive to the enlargement of the canals so as to Ad¬
mit of the passage of gunboats, was discussed at
some length, and then laid aside till Friday. Bills
appropriating $30,000 for the protection of over¬
land emigrants; for the organization of an ambu¬
lance crops of twenty thousand men; and autho¬
rizing the employment of additional clerks, copy¬
ists and laborers in the Quartermaster General's
office, were passed. The Senate bill for the more
efficient administration of tho Subsistence Depart¬
ment was also passed. The Senate bill authorizing
twenty thousand men to be raised for the defence
of Kentucky was likewise passed, and the House
adjourned.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the State Senate yesterday, the resolution

endowing the President's emancipation proclama¬
tion was called up, when a substitute for it was

proposed, and, after some discussion, the whole
subject was laid orer till to-day. Favorable re¬

ports were made from the committees on the bills
to prevent desertions in the volunteer regiments
of the army and in the naval service; authorizing
the Governor to furnish tourniquets to the soldiers
from this State, and amending the charter of the
New York Warehousing Company. The bill
amending the laws of 1868 relative to the regula¬
tion of the wharves and slips of this city was

passed. The Susquehanna Railroad bill was again
under consideration in Committee of the Whole.

In the Assembly the standing committees were
announced by the Speaker. Several gentlemen
who had received appointments on the committees
asked to be relieved from serving. Some of them
were excused and others were not. The remarks
of members in this connection occupied a con¬
siderable portion of tho day's session. Bills were
introduced to amend the Marino Court act, to
punish frauds on employes, and to legalize the
acts of our city government by which the relief
fund of $500,000 for soldiers' families was raised.
Concurrent resolutions for an amendment of the
constitution In reference to the organization of the
courts were introduced. A resolution was also in¬
troduced instructing the Judiciary Committee to
inquire into the expediency of investing bo.irds of
supervisors with increased powers.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
There are two European steamships fully due at

this port this morning. They sailed in the follow¬
ing order, viz:.
Steamships. Prom. Day ofta. mg. DctHnation.

Hansa Southampton. .Jan. 21... Now York.
City of Manchester, .yueoustown..; Ian. 22. ..:<ew Yoii;.
The news by the Ilansa is throe and that by the

City of Manchester four days later than the ad¬
vices of the Australasian.
We publish this morning some interesting nowa

from the city of Mexico. Our dates of the ltenMo
reach to the 8th of January, being one week later
than any previous news direct from the Mexi¬
can capital. The Mexicans complain of their sym¬
pathizing American neighbors for sendingsupplies
of mules to the French, and, under the circum¬
stances, have begun to capture them as fast as

thoy can. The French are gradually advancing to
the attack of Puebla; but the Mexicans aro ready
for their invaders. General Carrajal was continu¬
ally on the watch to guard against surprise. It is
said that the enthusiasm of the Mexioan soldiery
to meet their enemy amounts to a kind of frsnxy.
Another fleet of twenty-three steamers, all load¬

ed, and two gunboats, arrived safely at Nash¬
ville, on the 38th nit., and the next day they
commenced discharging, to the great delight of
the inhabitants. Provisions had become quits
scarce in the city, and enormous prices were de¬
manded previous to this srrivsl.
Mr. George Worth, mste of the United 8tstes

gunboat Golden Rule, wsa instantly killed In Balti¬
more on the 1st Inst, by being run over by the
wheels of a railroad car.
The fortnightly meeting of tho Board of Educa¬

tion took pluce last evening. Mr. Thomas Boese,
the Clerk of the Board, had his salary raised to
$3,500 per annum. There was no other business
of the slightest moment transacted unti! the Board
adjourned.

At the Slock Exchange yesterday there was at first a

heavy feeling, which was due in part to tho tl -Utness In
the money market. Ia the afternoon this reeling disap¬
peared, and the raarkot again became buoyant Gold
fluctuated actively between IMS aad 158, clostug at about
157i/. Exchange closedat 1TSH s 174. Mo.,oy was quits
active nt seven por cent.

cotton was inactive, and down to 88t£c. a 87c. for mid¬
dling yesterday. Klour, whoal and corn advanced early
in tho day, b it closed at former rates, with le«a activity.
Tb» demand was brisk for pork, which wna rathor firmer,
but was restricted for other ktuda of provisions, as woll
as for groceries and whiskey, the letter article closing
le s buoyantly. Oils, leather, tallow rnd tobacco vers In

good demand, as likewise were dry goods, foreign homp
wool,hay, hops aad fruit. Whalahone was more sought
f.i Freights wsre somewhat brisker and firmer.

it Ice Crop..The thermometer has gone
tiown to zero, and the hopes of our ice con¬
sumers have risen as a consequence. Those per¬
sons who bad secured during the last cold simp
a certain amount of ice in thyir collars began
to look upon their supplies of the luxury as so

much gold, at sixty por cent premium; and, as

the warm weather lasted, their anticipations ot
a rich percentage for their treasure grew apace.
The cold has come again, however, and the
hopes of the few above referred to are sinking,
with the thermometer, below zero, while the
many are jubilant over the present prospects of
a grand ice crop. Ice has become a necessity
v\ |¦' v. . people, and no doubt we should en.u-

tl, example of the Texas judge were the
|, t fail. The judge, finding that the supply of

> in tho loan tie inhabited was exhausted, a<!
n, ourf ud111 more Ice could be obtained,
i o in this groat country every speciesj of ir. pa known elsewhere, and some peculiarly

o ,r itn We at one time bad but onr cereal,
tolui cr> a oi rotten crops. Now we h<vo the
e i ally i port ant ice, coal and granite, an woll

T.iv Bins it. ft BtU. Dspkatko..Be are sorry
to r >nl the t tct that on Tuesday last, in the
II, t.e el KeptmenUUvea, the Bankrupt bill,
by a tote < f titi to 63, was laid upon tbe Ulde,

(I that a motion to recocsiJ " was also
i'twl.which finally dispose* of 'h' m-twirn

| W» had entertained the hope that win '>
j much needed act for the reliei O' our euitw-

I and suffering business classes wmiW
p d at this session of Congress, but it soeuiu

we am to have nothing but enormous ap-
propriations, enormous taxations, unlimited
issues of paper money, and never e li {. but
still beginning, acts of Congress for the em- 1-
pation n .d military or tui zatiou or th. ahn.i :y
ni"ger. "White folk- nust wait n little ' an¬

ger, and so lut us wail in patience and in tho
hope of better things to come.

The Assumed Helling of (h« Blockade at
Charleston.

The uews which we published yesterday of
the successful raid of the rebel iron-c lads
against our blookadiug force at Charleston in,
no far as the number and value of the fedoral
vessels destroyed are concerned, of but vefjf
little momont. The moral effect of thu rovers®,
however, is very groat. It is a humiliation to
our navy that will be made the moat of by those
hostile to us, and that oould never have oc¬
curred if ordinary foresight end vigilance had
been observed.

But it is not merely In relation to this polo
that we regard this affair as a very serious dis¬
aster. It is the principle of international law
involved in it'that imparts to It its gravity. We
do not believe that it in reality affects the legal
and permanent character of the blookads; but
there is no doubt that it is intended to raise
that issue with us. The simultaneous and tem¬
porarily successful efforts made at Qalveston
and Charleston to break the bloekade, the pro¬
clamations issued by the rebel commanders at
both places, formally deolaring the consumma¬
tion of the fact, and the endorsement by the
foreign consuls of their proceedings, all go to
show a preconcerted plan, undertaken either
with or without an understanding with the
European governments, but, in either ou~e,
pregnant with trouble to ns. If any doubt
existed on this point it would be re¬
moved by the declarations of the rebel
journals. The Richmond Dispatch states that
formal notice of the raising of the blook-
ade at Charleston had been given by the
rebel Secretary of State to the British and
French consuls in Richmond, and that, by the
strict rule of international law, sixty days' notice
must be given before It con be re-established.
If this were so it would materially alter the
character and probable duration of the war.

Two months' unobstructed commercial inter¬
course with Europe would place the South,
both in regard to finances snd war supplies, in
a position infinitely stronger than that which it
occupies at present. It would infuse fresh life
and vigor into its military and naval operations,
and render it, with its united sentiment, impos¬
sible to conquer.
Wo hare no apprehension that the rebels will

be able to establish legal grounds for what they
claim. We have looked carefully through all
the international authorities.extracts from
which will be found in another column.and
we can find nothing which, taken in conjunc¬
tion with the real facts of the case, would go to
show a legal raising of the blockade. Neither
Ortolan nor Ilautefeuille.the two standard
writers on international law.contain anything
which would go to prove that its temporary
disturbance, without freedom of access and
exit shown, would constitute such an interrup¬
tion of It as would require the two months'
notice claimed by the rebels as necessary to its
re-establishment. On the contrary, it will be
found, by a passage which we quote from the
latter writer, that express limits are set to the
immunities of neutral vessels profiting by such
disturbance, thereby showing that the resump¬
tion of tho blockade is, within a reasonable time,
at the option of the besieging fleet. It is true that
tho letter of Lord John Russell confirming the
efficiency of the blockade, when, in February,
1861, tha question was officially brought before
him, may be made the foundation of a quibble
in this regard. He says that, "assuming that the
blockade is duly notified, and also that a num¬
ber of ships are stationed and remain at the en¬

trance of a port sufficient really to prevent
access to It, or create an evident danger in
leaving it, and that these ships do not volun¬
tarily prevent egress or ingress, the fact that
various ships my have successfully escaped
through it will not of Itselfprevent the blockade
front being an effective one by international
law." It will be sought to show that no por¬
tion of our blookading force at Charleston
"remained" at the entrance to that port after
the affair in question, and that there was con-

sequently no danger to neutral vessels in eithsr
entering or leaving it. In this view we can
understand the stress laid by the rebels on the
alleged fact that at a distance of five miles
beyond the usual anchorage of tho blockaders
nothing was to bo seen of them. For this state¬
ment, however, we have nothing but their own
authority. If a neutral vessel bad attempted
either to enter or leave the port it is a question
whether tho blockading ships would not have
quickly manifested thou piesonce.

Apart from the discredit attaching to this
unfortunate affair, the question involved in
it is, as we Lave befoto observed, a very
i nportant one. All international authorities
concede that the temporary withdrawal of
a blockading fore# does not per ae constitute
the raising of a blockade. It is very essential
t.i,at wo should learn whether its being driven
"temporarily" to some distance beyond its
usual moorings is to be regarded in a different
light. This, however, cannot be ascertained
until we hear from the European governments
interested in the decision of the point
The worst that can befall us, supposing that

decision to be adverse, will be, according to
rebel statements, a raising of the blockade at
Charleston for sixty days. In the meanwhile
we can settle the question for ourselves by as¬

saulting that hotbed of rebellion with such a

force as will insure its speedy capture.
Tub Largest Room in tub Wori.o..The

people of New England are giving Gcaeral
McOlellan a reception which is as sincere as it
is enthusiastic. This proves the spread of his
popularity. And while speaking of his popu¬
larity we are reminded, as Mr. Lincoln says, of
what occurred a few eveuinga since at one of
our popular minstrel halls. The incident shows
that here, as in Boston, the enthusiasm of the
people is easily raised when McClellan
is in question. Bones wished to know if
Mr. Jobunou " could tail him which waa the

target t»ffotn in the world. Johnson failed in
ail bi:t attempts and Anally gave it up. "'Ihe
roem for Improvement," triumphantly shouted
Hones. "Oh I Iknow where dat room is," ee«d
Mr. Johnson. "Let's down on do Kappah.ui-
nock. tihoufi uf applsu-e greeted thin sully.

J know who can sweep det room clsun.1' an¬

ointed Hones, with a wise snake of tho bond:
<ritt,e Miwi can do it, sore." Tei* brought
1.' house down. 'I lisy slumped, ami laughed,
s oi cheered for McClellan for ten minutes at
rcast. The uproar be/Mi afresh when Bones
came forward and graiely announced last

ifloeii minutes intermission wdl take place to
allow for cneerin^ de General." Straws show
which way the wind blows. The McClellan
breeze is becoming a burrle.ie, bound to
sweep nway |rum our nnuat the cm*e of
abolitionism, ar.d to rid our country of it*
enemies.

Mrs. Lincoln .ail Iht lUdlcali of Botta
Partlc*.

Whatever may be the pereoual habits, the
social antecedents or the political opinions of
the President of the United States, his hi, h
position entitles him to the respect of every

j good oitiaen and honorable man. Especially is
this remark true in regard to the domestic rela¬
tione of the head gf the nation. The President
is exifficio the representative of the govern¬
ment, and those who insult him or his family,
whether in the ohit ohat and gossip of society,
from the rostrum of the publio orator, or

through the columns of the newspapers, not
only violate the rules of etiquette, but are

guilty of attempting to bring the nation into
contempt We regret to state that these offences
are proven against the radical leaders, and
especially the radical organs, of both the re¬

publican and democratic parties.
It was about a year ago that the radical re-

publican press began a scandalous onslaught
upon Mrs. Linooln, the wife of the President
The motiveN of these attacks was the report that
Mrs. Lincoln did not agree in opinion with the
abolition radicals upon the slavery question.
This discussion about the political opinions of
a lady who pretends to no political influence,
and whose tastes lie in an altogether differ¬
ent direction, was conducted with most un¬

warrantable license. The New England pa-
pen, though assuming to represent moral,
pure and scrupulously fastidious communities,
disgraced themselves by publishing the most
infamous slanders. New England speakers
bandied Mrs. Lincoln's name about in the most
ungentlemanly manner, and did not scruple to
assail her as a sympathizer with the rebels, be¬
cause they could not then induce the President
to yield to their fanatical demands. The Now
York Tribune was foremost in this dirty work,
and many of our readers must still remember
the Tribune's vulgarities upon Mrs. Lincoln's
ball and ball dress, and the annoying para¬
graphs in regard to her French and the studies
she was making," that Bhe may better discharge
the duties of her elevated station." Nor can

the proceedings of the kitchen committee of
Paul Pry Hickman yet be forgotten or forgiven.
In short, the cowardly and brutal radical repub¬
licans, afraid to attack the President openly,
continued for a long while to abuse and insult
his wife, who, so far from giving them the
slightest excuBe for their assaults, was distin¬
guished then as now for her benevolence, her
amiability, the absence of that vulgar display
which too many women would affect in her
position, and for those graces of person and
deportment which befit the wife of the Chief
Magistrate of a great country.
At that time several of the democratic jour¬

nals were the first to resent and protest against
this unpardonable attempt to drag a

lady into the mire of political contro¬
versy. Now, however, the tide has turned,
and, with apparently no other provoca¬
tion than a desire to wound the President
through his domestic affections, the radical
democratic organs are villifying Mrs. Lincoln
as scandalously as did the abolition papers a

few months ago. One of these democratic
organs recently announced that Mrs. Lincoln
was in favor of emancipating the slaves of)
the South, and concluded its remarks by the
boorish suggestion that the President might
hail his wife "as the first slave emancipated by
his proclamation." The Journal of Commerce,
whose editors make great pretensions to piety
and patriotism; the Express, which is conducted
by men who profess to be perfect chevaliers
sans reproche in their intercourse with ladies,
and the World, which is managed by a few very
young men who have probably associated only
with each other, and Have thus acquired very bad
manners and worse sense, have each copied and
given circulation to a bit of Washington gossip,
which no decent paper ought to print with¬
out accompanying it with the proper condem¬
nation, and whioh is to the effect that "Mrs.
Lincoln looks rather pretty, owing in a great
measure, doubtless, to the elaborate coat of
paint which tinged her features with unnatural
beauty." Washington gossip is a term usually
synonymous with falsehood, and never was the
falsehood more absurd and palpable than in
the present instance. It may be useless, per¬
haps, to remind the radical democratic editors
that such publications, if uncontradicted, have
a tendency to alienute from the President
and his family that popular affection and
respect almost indispensable to the welfare
of the country during such a crisis as this.
That alienation it seems to be the object of
these editors to accomplish. Neither, possibly,
will they be at all moved by the consideration
that their articles may excite a contempt for the
nation and its rulers in foreign countries which
may operate most disadvantageous!y to our

cause. But certainly these editors should re¬

flect that, while tboy may injure Mrs. Lincoln in
the estimation of the ignorant and the envious,
they equally injure themselves by the publication
of what is false in fact, objectionable ia its sub¬
ject, and contrary to all the recognized usages
of polite and refined society. To those who
know Mrs. Lincoln her character speake for
itself, and her merits arc as great as tbey are
unobtrusive. The sick and wounded soldiers
in the hospitals about Washington bless her
kindness, her benignity and ber generosity.
All who are brought into social intercourse
with her admire her womanly virtues, her good¬
ness of heart and her rare modesty, which
adorns, while it cannot entirely conceal, the
quiet dignity so becoming to one in her posi¬
tion. We advise these editors, therefore, to
apologize for their post offences against pro¬
priety, aid to desist from all such insulting and
ill-bred personalities in the future. A persist¬
ence in their present reprehensible conduct will
entirely destroy whatever reputation they may
have as gentlemen, and a ill not by uny means

Increase their efficiency a« partie aim or their in¬
fluence as natrints.

Trig WoHt.u ox Akwraht Ann; rs..Mr.
Sta-.ton, by liberating editor Boiloau so speedi¬
ly, has done one grievous wrong. lie has
dashed to the eori't the hopes of ou* contempo¬
rary. tire Wi rid. The arrest of Mr. Boilnauhad
thrown the World into a Mutter of excitement
and i pt Hevs woe a c'iauce to obtain that
fur which the journal iu question has labored so

diligently.a stoppage of publication.which,
in these days of high prices for paper, w ouid
be the salvation of the WorUL It has frothed
and firmed against the administration, in hopes
of just such a result as that which overtook
Boilean; and yet Mr. Stanton has not stopped
the World. Cruel, cruel Mr. Stanton 1 Do you
not understand that you must stop the World,
or it will have to stop itself? Remember, Mr.
Stanton, that arrests deferred bring some news-
papers to erief. And prav pay a little atten¬
tion to the waitings and railings of our neigh-
bur, the World. j

Tbe ^U|*lul)>pt D»p»rlm»»t.ProBr«»» of
tut Work at Virlubuir, 4mi.

We have news to the boih ultimo frem Vioks-
bttrg. Jit that day General Grant, chief in

command, had t*7ive<J- Tilt Wt>rk of widoning
and deepening th« fM><>llS fro-
greasing; but^be rebels, Shufling their danger,
had planted ¦ fixvttery on the opposite, or Mis¬
sissippi, side of the vriver, whioh commands the
outlet of the canal inW the main stream. That
battery, however, will silenced when the
time comes for action. "

A rebel despatch from Vioksburg of the 30th
ult. says that some federal scouting parties had
appeared that morning on the river bank imme¬
diately In front of the town, but on the Louisi¬
ana side of the river, and bad burned four
houses under the range of the rebel batteries,
the river being less than a mile In width, and
the rebel batteries being on the Vioksburg
bluflb, where they possess the advantages of a

plunging fire. This would seem to indicate a

design on the part of General Grant to plant a
lino of batteries in front of Vicksburg, to keep
the rebels well employed in his front while our

gunboat squadron ar^ running below the
town ,by way of the "cut-off." But, whatever
may be the designs of General Grant, we have
the fullest confidence in his success, not only in
removing tbe Mississippi river, but in removing
the rebels from Vicksburg, in "moving upon
their works."
Some five hundred miles up the river from

General Grant's scene of operations, and at the
historic Island No. 10, a strong force of rebel
guerillas, with three pieces of artillery, had en¬
deavored to arrest the passage of the gunboat
New Era, but after a fight of several hours
were shelled off. From Fort DonelBon, on the
Cumberland, February 3, we have the report
that a fight was still in progress there at four
o'clock in the afternoon, although it had com¬
menced at an early hour in the morning. From
this it is evident that the fort had been assailed
by a formidable rebel detachment; but as re¬
inforcements had gone forward to the support
of the garrison we conclude that the enemy
has been expelled.
At the Bame time, from rebel reports, it ap¬

pears that their irrepressible guerilla, Wheeler
has been very active of late in cutting in among
and cutting up the river transports and railroad
trains of General Rosecrans. All these things
discioso a d"3perate determination on the part
of tlio rebels to maintain a foothold in Ten¬
nessee, aud to hold the points which they pos¬
sess on tho Mississippi river. In Tennessee and
at Vicksburg there is doubtless hot work very
near at hand. It is possible that within the
next ten days tbe most important frvenla of the
war will come off in that quarter, and the most
decisive against the rebellion.
From Port Hudson.the only remaining rebel

obstruction after Vicksburg on the whole line
of the Mississippi.we have no very late intelli¬
gence. We are informed, however, that a "cut¬
off" is feasible at that point, and that the
project is under consideration. This may ex¬

plain the requisition of General Banks for a

large supply of intrenching tools. But let
Vicksburg be taken, and the combined forces
of Grant and Admiral Porter from above, and
of Banks and Admiral Farragut from below,
will make short work of Port Hudson. The
Mississippi and its tributaries are In excellent
condition for aggressive operations en our Bide
from Tennessee to the Gulf; and we are confi¬
dent that, before those waters subside, the ad¬
vantages which they now offer will have been
fully employed in crushing the rebellion in the
Southwest.
Our greatest victories last year were achieved

between the 1st of February and the 1st of
Juuo; and this year, from the same advantages
of navigable rivers, we anticipate, within the
same period, the same results, but on a much
grander scale. The administration has the men
and the means; its most favorable season for
great successes has some; and surely, notwith¬
standing all the blunders of the past, we may
expect henceforward some glorious compensa¬
ting victories. If not, we make look for the
peacemakers and Union breakers by the 1st of
May.

Co.vnTKoi.iJiK Bkknnan at Wokk..We pub¬
lished on Tuesday morning a communication
from Comptroller Brennsn to theCommon Coun¬
cil stating that be must decline to carry into effect
the ordinance authorizing the issue of municipal
sliinplasters, and that he must also decline to
execute the resolution of the Common Council
for the purchase of the Gnnsevoort property.
This is honest, straightforward talk on the part
of the Comptroller, and will receive the cordial
approbation of every respectable citizen.
Corporation shiuplasters are unnecessary, if

not illegal, and would be a great nuisance.
The title to the Gansevoort property is, as the
Comptroller says, quite doubtful. We are glad,
thorefore, that he has decided to have nothing
to do with either of these measures. They are

part of the rubbish left over by the old Council
Board, and the rubbish hole is the place for
them. The Comptroller speaks out like a Jack-
sonian democrat for hard money and clear
titles; and, although his communication in ably
argued, we most admire the justice of its con¬
clusions and the firmness with which these con¬
clusions are maintained.
By and by our depreciated paper currency

will go down with a crash, and stocks and
bonds will go down with it Everybody will
then be eager to do business upon the Comp¬
troller's principle of hard money and real
estate with valid titles. But a man of Bren-
nan's firmness, decision and sturdy honesty will
be needed to set the example of repudiating all
paper money, just as he has already repudi¬
ated the shinplaster scheme, and to demand gold
and silver in all business transactions. This
will be necessary if we ever expect to get rid
of these paper nuisance", which are now worse
than the plagues, of Egypt and which will be
unendurable before many months. We trust
'hat when the proper t me comes Comptroller
ilrunnai. will follow up his good work by thus
restorug tallica to general circulation.

Thc Nsw *~_o<w> Ah*r..Since It seems to
be now resolved that we are to have a negro
army to put the finishing touches on the rebel¬
lion, It is to be hoped that no time will be lost In
commencing a draft for that purpose. The one

hundred and fifty thousand suggested by Me-
pnistophelos Stevens should, at least, he en¬

rolled in the twinkling of an eye. This terri¬
ble arriy should be clothed not in red breeches
alone, as already proposed, but in red coats
also, so that they may look extremely ferocious,
and as nearly like the British negro Zouaves as

possible. We can fancy such a negro army
marching to th« rescue of the country, and the
excitement they would produce. Let us have
the black army, then, with tad coats as well
as red breeches.

Rakicauhm or Aboijtion Orators..While
the Southern rebels, by unity of purpose and
rapidly of movement, are endeavoring to gain
substantial advantages for their cause, the radi¬
cal tUa^rganizers and abolitionists of the North
are Working is o»llutly iu aa opp08110 din0r
*4.»Cor v . "tion of thsr ..la and flesww^ ..ofoN
country. The only objects they keep
themselves and the public are the negro and u*
destiny, while the whole fabric of firae ****
sentative government is being shattered MkK*
their eyes. One 6f the great apostles of IbW
destructive class.Mr. Wendell Phillips.km-
again been agitating the publlo mind on hill
favorite though threadbare subject On Tuee-'
day evening last he addressed a large assess-

blage at Beecher's Brooklyn oonventiole, o»
what he was pleased to style "The Future of'
America." But, as was naturally to be ex¬

pected, he said very little about our future, but
a great deal about abolition. In fisct, he oou-
feased that there is no man who oan prognosti¬
cate the events that lie in the lap of futurity; but,
being in the presence of a large audience he oould
not avoid improving the occasion to desoant oa
the imaginary future of a peofde whose present
condition is the happiest that oonld be wished
for them.

It is high time that these radical orators and
disorganize!* should be made to hold their
peace. The harangues of abolition preaeberir
and lecturers have already brought woe enoagl-
on the country, and caused the blood of thcti
sands of its best sons to be shed like water
The loyal and patriotio part of the oountrj
will no longer submit to those outrageous pro
ceedings, but will demand that the abolitionish
of the North be treated with the same eeveriti
us the secessionists of the 8outh. In fast, 1
there be either of the two parties deserving
of the leniency of the government it Is tlx
latter, and not the former; for, while the greal
mass of the Southern people are only sur ens
mies by the compulsory power of their leaden
the Northern abolitionists are the worst foes o
the republic, under the guise of loyalty an<

patriotism.
The whole of the idens of Wendell Phillip

and hia party may be reduced to a alngle fuct-
tl.o destruction of the Anglo-Saxon and th
elevation of the negro race. Thia must be tha
natural result of the sweeping system of emar

oipation which they propose.a system Um
would lead to the amalgamation of two races i

different as the antipodes from each other. N
greater crime than this ugainst humanity an

ogaluBt society can lie conceived; and yet w

have oily-tongued orators every day preachln
up the doctrine as one to be esteemed as wit
and patriotic. K Mr. Wendell Phillips and U
other abolitionists desire to serve their couutr.
let them take up arms and go forward to Its d
fence, and cease prating about the negro ar
bis condition a hundred years hence. T1
business in hand now is to save the nation, an
all who seek to divide and weaken the cam
by untimely abolition discourses should i
held as enemies to the commonwealth or
dealt with accordingly.
^he United States Court at Ket W»n>

Our Key West correspondent Informs us Uu
the British schooner Nonsuch, recently releasi
by the United States Court of that dlstriot, an
restored from the fact that her captain sw*
that he wao within three miles of British ten
tory when captured by the Tioga. C*ptai
Cleary, of the Tioga, says that when be ove
hauled and teok possession of the Nonaueh 1
was twenty-five miles from the nearest lea.
Here is the word of an officer ef the Unit*/
States Navy against the word of a rebel eapta
and blockade runner, and yet the United 8tat
Court at Key West decided la fhvor of tl
rebel. We have frequently heard intimatio
that Key West was the worst possible plaoe in
whioh to take a prize for adjudication, and * |begin to believe the reports.

Mnsleal*
VSRDl'S "I VEfKI BICILIANl" AT THE AOAMKT

MUSIC.
A most numorous sod fashionable audience flEed I

Acsdoiuy oT Music from parquet to dome last evening,
hear Verdi's great work, "The Veapers." Tba euor
which attended this opera in Philadelphia, reports
which reached hero, gave additional prestige to 1
night's performance, nnd drew forth the largest audtat
of Iho season. "The Vespers" was given for th# *

time at ihe Impart*!' Academy of Music, Farts, June
1865. 1 he artists who sang the opera were Mile. Crave
Gueymard. Bor.not.oc add tlbln. Their succeee was
mense, and for months 'Th.. Vespers" was
unrivalled attraction .f the Farle soaaoo.
of the French Opera f ant fabulous m
en wenr and the bi.'.lot, comprising M H aid soms or
most renowned da use.,«es padded to tbe ^ect prod'
by the hue music, lie- the sbortnees and uncerta
of th.. operatic sea- us prevent any great
or any very effrctit « choruses, and hence the opera I
a ffre.tl deal in ttio Ihjrforrowco.Ke first act ,»-eed ofT rather mflOota^-ly.house was ictonse.y cold, and this no doubt prars
ed arv evidence of pleasure on the part¦ <*
aud".., n althougli the artists sang pleaslaa
k. 'ivlu« with great e ffect the "O In Palermo
mi We have said t othing of the plotof the
as it is taken for gtantod that alt are fully coovel
with it The s-.tsond and third acta passed off like
flrst the cbll. d public not giving any decided appjto their favorite "ruts. W,. roust add that the I.
ftoemod alfeete I l.y the duuoanor of the pcillo.wt^Ba pS wlih U.e temperature of the !.**..
third act was, how v¦* ui ng with more spirit khan
preceding,Hign< >'* b rim mil Ilrlgnolt giving the gr
duetto, 'Volgi II ague oo a me sereoo" with groat
p-mbt- and etlfeci The applause which greeted this a I
of ttio ai llals was chilling, ilia opera ended without
perceptible change of Moling on the part of the audi*
although toward the Utter |>art of the performance
merit of the artlat# dr.-* forth some warmer
ments fro.n the public. Manager Gran will, <*
that on Friday night ibe temperature of the Acad«
shall be as warm as aj.y oo.ild desire. Ttie sudden
bar taken us aM by surpi lee.

¦KRNANr' AT THE SltOOILYN ACAMSMV OP
On Tuesday evening Verdi's "Ernanl" was given at

Brooklyn Academy «*¦ Music, w.th Lortnl, Meoeaf.
Amodio and Su 'inl. The opera Is ever a favorite one,
even in Brooklyn, wh^re there Is no taste whatever
music,save.psrhata neg-o airs or Oily cent co¬

ttiers was a toleiah e t.o ,-e. Ihe attraction was,
.n doe* , very , r.al .... ihe prim, donna,
'¦"in MbwYbrk l.'.-h- He we'l deserved trlnmi.:
th otwra lbs mr I pesro te b*W advanlaglI'rneul 'weiiiiiiW. b u A BlHMBt any other operal
^

'
d ,,m while n II ookl/n js well a< her.<|

know how teas: glj tmxlio and 8istol till their rohj..£uanI" "M' c «t ..'traction, the l.o'
aras but a toler"loo ooe Itovdedly II Is Dot possible to t"r ,u tiro-.il, II. ex.V 1 III heavy tecs to w hoc
-..oi-Uktf theasi ermi. nt.

Th*' finit »ct < f' '.rim- til with mt.onjr. To*
vrtlna, sung bj W* I (U»M >,
wis warmly m l w ,a rvl *'

, !? JL .1Cited. M.coai- i. the rufu''* tlbh Jwith less ex. "> th m usual, and w th ni
mol.-dwu' ,.ur , I » «¦'!!1111"'!tills morce*u * «r * 1'

( ^duo between V na,-
- hie' caratPals i finely re. Jf He appear,<f"infoncs. wlUi ;.t- v; tra.-'l r^ooa-ion, wntribe la onumall;

(t artiste -IwayiSlj .ng much, *i e
.. ad ds m the pUaJgood vo.es an .1 c

*

\.v .arsfuiiy eoting allsffor .ed by < c
ar,t|,« t" the sudteilrel^, t! us givi .g '

,.y \n. silo's rehdilThe second .< was - « r
^ ^ thif<1 i

of .be aria,' \ ">.>« '

,,rnin,iiy eteontsd.fourth »otn ",r*
tblrg act warmed thegrand hnaie ^ .oollosed applanss. .#te# a0?. r,. after »bs fall of the curtainWT 1«vw to induce the artleU ts come beferain "

mtr added to her fame la BroolSigners IffJ"1.... She sang with great efTo, t, the»>y bw^"5 u«* her *5orU provrng her pow.J^.^8^1/0 audl.no. Into an Imetwo. WJexcite even *
h th# ln thlt opera, es 1pw-1 Jt m sreat a succeee In our Academr of M ale 1obtained s" *

.rvm Gkivansi" wlUbeglveejK at th. Academy of Music 1i^itl prove an immrw attraction, comprising, J^'. Xt of tn. company On Ratord.y thrr.lZfl grOd matinee, on which oocaslongwo shall havel
.. ni 'N rmi " with l.orinl and Moreoet,andy^iidejeannette " a French male opera, with J

Oordter ss the heroine


